CHAPTER  VII
INTEGRATING THE EAST

Three more countries remain to be considered. In
all of them alike the impact of the East led to a revival
both in the domain of literature and of religion. We
have already seen how the discovery of India affected
the romantic revival, especially in Germany. Although
it may be an exaggeration to say that the newly acquir-
ed knowledge of Indian religion and philosophy actual-
ly led to the Romantic revival, there is no doubt that,
on the continent at least, it contributed to a very consi-
derable degree to that 'revivalist' attitude underlying all
new and revolutionary movements either in religion or
in literature. A similar revival took place in America
and in Ireland, though at a much later date. The New
England Literary Revival, on the one hand, and the
Irish Literary Renaissance, on the other, were based on
very similar attitudes of mind as the 'romantic' revival
on the Continent: they were intimately connected with a
search for new values, and by no means only literary va-
lues, a realization that Christianity had failed to fulfil its
original purpose, and a consciousness of a separate cultu-
ral tradition based upon the present and past achieve-
ments in the field of cultural and religious life. The
very term revival' implies a looking back, a becoming
aware of traditional cultural forces: it is indeed one of
the paradoxes of Western civilization that revivalist move-
ments, however revolutionary they may appear on the
surface, are always based on conservative, if not reactio-